SAN DIEGO
FALL & WINTER GUIDE 2011 – 2012

The best places to eat, sleep and play
in San Diego this fall and winter
With more than 50 million reviews and opinions, TripAdvisor makes travel
planning a snap for the 50 million travelers visiting our site each month.

Think before you print. And if you do print, print double-sided.

INTRODUCTION
TripAdvisor, the most trusted source for where to eat, sleep and play in thousands of destinations around
the world, has collected the best insider tips from its 50 million monthly visitors to produce a unique
series of travel guides. In addition to the best hotels, restaurants and attractions for every type of traveler,
you’ll get great advice about what to pack, how to get around and where to find the best views. Be sure
to check out the guides at www.tripadvisor.com.

You’ll find reviews for more than
520,000 hotels, 125,000 vacation rentals,
155,000 attractions and 715,000 restaurants on
TripAdvisor.com. Learn from other travelers
what to expect before you make your plans.

PACKING TIPS
1. Beach gear: Pack your sunblock
and beach toys to best enjoy “rockenclosed cove beaches with crashing
surf and seals playing on the waves.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego, Calif.
2. Swimsuit: Chances are you’ll get wet
just watching the shows at SeaWorld
San Diego. You may even want to
swim with the dolphins!

Inside

SAN DIEGO

Tucked into the southwest corner of the United States, San
Diego is California’s second largest city, with a population
of 1.3 million. Once called “New Spain,” in 1602 Sebastián
Vizcaíno named the bay after his ship and in honor of St.
Didacus —or San Diego de Alcalá de Henares. As the city
grew, it took on the bay’s name. San Diego’s climate is mild
and sunny throughout the year, and though prone to fog during
May and June, the summer months are practically rainless. The
city has a strong Mexican influence, due to its proximity to the
Mexican border, but it also feels strong cultural influences from
the city’s Sicilian and Portuguese populations. Large Navy and
Marine Corps bases are nearby. Other residents (unofficially)
include a population of approximately 60 giant green sea
turtles, of which the bay community is extremely proud.

3. A healthy appetite: You’ll want to
be ready to indulge, as San Diego is
“the brunch capital of the world!”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego, Calif.
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Top

VIEWS

SAN DIEGO’S BEST VIEWS
Cabrillo National Monument, on the Point
Loma peninsula, commemorates the first
landing of a European explorer in the area. In
addition to the monument, you’ll see “knockyour-socks-off views—absolutely stunning!”—
TripAdvisor Member, New Mexico

“You should definitely venture north to view
the spectacular and rugged wilderness
of the Torrey Pines State Reserve
and the awesome cliffs and beaches of
southern California.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Leesburg, Va.

Cabrillo National Monument, 1800 Cabrillo
Memorial Dr., 619 557 5450

Torrey Pines State Reserve, Coast Highway
101, 858 755 2063

Where
to

PLAY

“The Old Town Trolley Tours is one of
the best ways to see San Diego. The driver
offers tidbits about the sights along the
tour route and it’s so easy to jump on and
off at any of the stops (the Zoo, Balboa
Park, Hotel Del Coronado, Lindbergh Field,
Horton Plaza, Seaport Village—just to
name a few). This tour is definitely a must
for any visitor to San Diego.”— TripAdvisor
Member, San Diego, Calif.
Old Town Trolley Tours, 4010 Twiggs St.,
619 298 8687

TOP 10 Attractions
1. USS Midway Museum, 910 N. Harbor Dr., 619 544 9600

6. San Diego Zoo, 2920 Zoo Dr., 619 234 3153

2. National Comedy Theatre, 3717 India St., 619 295 4999

7. Mormon Battalion Historic Site, 2510 Juan St., 619 298 3317

3. Balboa Park, 1549 El Prado, 619 239 0512

8. Maritime Museum of San Diego, 1492 N. Harbor Dr., 619 234 9153

4. Torrey Pines State Reserve, Coast Highway 101, 858 755 2063

9. Old Point Loma Lighthouse, Point Loma
10. Cabrillo National Monument, 1800 Cabrillo Memorial Dr., 619 557 5450

5. Petco Park, 100 Park Blvd., 619 795 5401

FAMILIES
At the 100-acre San Diego Zoo, “you’ll see
dominance, mating, feeding, all kinds of play
including between species and curious animals
studying you! The bus tour is okay once, but
walking and careful observation is how to
have a profound animal/human experience.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego, Calif.
San Diego Zoo, 2920 Zoo Dr., 619 234 3153

ROMANCE
Take a short drive from the center of the
city and check out La Jolla Cove, which
is “a nice place to read, walk along the
bluff, or take a few pictures. It’s guaranteed
to be just the spot for a honeymoon.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Francisco, Calif.
La Jolla Cove, 110 Coast Blvd., near Ellen
Browning Scripps Park

“Our family, ages 6 to 60, went out on the
Western Explorer and we all loved it!
The first thing my grandsons said when we
finished was ‘Can we go again?’ We saw
dolphins, whales, and pelicans diving for their
food.”—TripAdvisor Member, San Diego
Western Prince Whale Watching, 2803
Emerson St., 800 757 6722

“…the jewel in
San Diego’s crown”

“The Birch Aquarium is very educational,
with interactive displays including a real,
live tidepool where you can touch and
hold tidepool creatures. Great for the kids.
There’s a small shark tank, as well. Try to
get there for feeding time!”—TripAdvisor
Member, Tucson, Ariz.
Stephen Birch Aquarium, Scripps Institute,
2300 Expedition Way at North Torrey Pines
Road, La Jolla, 858 534 3474

The Victorian Gaslamp Quarter is “the
jewel in San Diego’s crown” and has many
wonderfully intimate restaurants from
which to choose.—TripAdvisor Member,
Brisbane, Australia

After dinner, head up to Altitude Skybar,
the rooftop bar on the 22nd floor of the
Marriott Gaslamp, which has beautiful
dusk views: “Go early; enjoy the sunset.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego, Calif.

Gaslamp Quarter, eight blocks long (from
Broadway to Harbor Dr.) and two blocks
wide (from Fourth to Sixth Aves.), Gaslamp
Quarter Association, 619 233 5227

Altitude Skybar, San Diego Marriott
Gaslamp Quarter, 660 K St., 619 696 0234

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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BUDGET
Old Town is “a must see. Where else are
you going to find fantastic FREE museums,
people in costume, music everywhere and
reasonably priced restaurants with fantastic
food?”—TripAdvisor Member
Old Town San Diego State Historic Park,
4002 Wallace St., 619 220 5422

Balboa Park is America’s largest urban
cultural park, with 15 museums, restaurants,
hiking trails and much more. “You could
spend many, many peaceful hours just
wandering the paths and walks in this
historic park.”—TripAdvisor Member
Balboa Park, 1549 El Prado., 619 239 0512

Noble Canyon, Cleveland National Forest,
10845 Rancho Bernardo Rd., 858 673 6180

“Pacific Surf School was the perfect
introduction to surfing. I’d never tried
before, and I absolutely loved it! With
expert guidance from my instructor, I rode
my first wave all the way in on my second
try. I was ecstatic!”—TripAdvisor Member,
New York, N.Y.
Pacific Surf School, 735 Santa Clara Place,
858 488 2685

EDUCATIONAL/HISTORICAL
“Walking along the marble courtyard of the Salk
Institute is like entering an ancient temple.
The graceful symmetry of the gray towers is so
timeless, it’s hard to believe they were built less
than 50 years ago. Find an opportunity to visit
this moving monument to creativity and the
pursuit of healing knowledge.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Long Beach, Calif.
Salk Institute, 10010 North Torrey Pines
Road, 858 453 4100 x1287

RELAXATION
“Coronado is definitely worth the trip if
you’re in San Diego. After the drive over the
bridge, don’t miss the amazing views of the
San Diego skyline. There are public parks
and unspoiled beaches, where you can
relax and take in the views.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Long Beach, Calif.
Coronado

Old Point Loma Lighthouse, Cabrillo National
Monument, Point Loma, 619 557 5450

“I rode my first wave all the
way in on my second try.”

ADVENTURE
Not for beginners, Noble Canyon Trail
“was one of the most exciting, enjoyable,
and all-out terrifyingly fun rides of my life.
An endless change in terrain and scenery, up
hills, down hills, switchbacks, rock gardens,
river beds, drop offs, trees and technical
sections like you wouldn’t believe.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego

“Bring a picnic lunch and binoculars to Old
Point Loma Lighthouse. The view of
San Diego is spectacular! If you visit from
January to March, you may spot a migrating
whale to the west.”—TripAdvisor Member,
San Diego

“Kids would enjoy spending some time
at the Maritime Museum at the
Embarcadero.” There are “lots of different
types of ships to explore. It’s very hands
on.”—TripAdvisor Member, San Diego
Maritime Museum of San Diego,
1492 N. Harbor Dr., 619 234 9153

“...liquid treasures and
inspired restaurants.”
Head off the beaten track “up Interstate
15 to beautiful Temecula Valley. Plan on
spending a whole day, as there are more
than 30 wineries offering samples of liquid
treasures and seven inspired restaurants
among the vineyards.” Play it safe: Leave
the car and “hop on the winery shuttle.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego

Giant Dipper Roller Coaster at Belmont
Park is “a magnificent ride, an experience
you will never forget.”—TripAdvisor
Member, San Diego, Calif.
Belmont Park, 3146 Mission Blvd.,
858 488 1549

TripAdvisor members have posted more
than 8,000,000 traveler photos on the
site. The good, the bad and the very
candid. It’s almost like being there!
“The Midway was my first visit to an
aircraft carrier and I loved it—I was finally
able to see how something so big actually
works. Everything is nicely marked and
there are volunteers are happy to tell
you about their personal experiences.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Brno, Czech Republic
USS Midway Museum, 910 N. Harbor Dr.,
619 544 9600

Mission Beach is a peaceful stretch of
seafront by the city, and you’ll find it “very
relaxing just reading, people watching, and
watching the ships turn into little lighted
specks” at dusk.—TripAdvisor Member, St.
Paul, Minn.
Mission Beach, Mission Boulevard at West
Mission Bay Drive

Temecula Valley Wine Country, Temecula
Valley, 951 699 6586

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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TOUR

How to Get Around

Rent a car: “San Diego does not have
the best or easiest public transportation
system,” so four wheels may be handy in
this sprawling city.—TripAdvisor Member,
San Diego, Calif.
The Old Town Trolley: “A great way to
see some popular sights is on this hop on,
hop off, two-hour tour.”—TripAdvisor
Member, San Diego, Calif.
Old Town Trolley, 4010 Twiggs St.,
619 298 8687

The Coronado Ferry: Take a 15-minute
ferry ride from the Broadway Pier “to the
popular island of Coronado, where you
can dine, shop, people watch and visit
the Hotel Del Coronado, among other
activities.”—TripAdvisor Member, Whittier,
Calif.
The Coronado Ferry, 1050 North Harbor
Drive, Broadway Pier, Coronado,
619 234 4111

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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FAMILIES
“Our family is partial to thin-crust pizza,
and Bronx Pizza did not disappoint. One
cheese pie and one sausage/black olive pie
were quickly devoured. Tasty pizza at a
good price. No need to go to chains—go to
the Bronx!”—TripAdvisor Member, Arizona
Bronx Pizza, 111 Washington St.,
619 291 3341

“If you are coming to San Diego, you won’t
find a better burger and shake, all in a twominute walk from the beach. Hodad’s is
a small gem. Locals line up outside, but
don’t be scared away. The line moves
quickly. Inside, you can eat family style off
the surfboard table” or have a picnic on the
beach.—TripAdvisor Member, San Diego
Hodad’s, 5010 Newport Ave., 619 224 4623

“Avoid the wait and get Phil’s to go. Head
over to Mission Beach and enjoy your BBQ
in the sunshine.”—TripAdvisor Member, El
Cajon, Calif.
Phil’s B.B.Q, 3750 Sports Arena Blvd.,
619 226 6333

Want more information on San Diego?
TripAdvisor.com offers free weekly e-mail
updates filled with new deals, reviews
and articles for San Diego or any other
destination you choose.

TOP 10 Restaurants
1. Cowboy Star Restaurant & Butcher Shop, 640 10th Ave., 619 450 5880

6. Morton’s - The Steakhouse, 285 J St., 619 696 3369

2. Cucina Urbana, 505 Laurel St., 619 239 2222

7. BO-beau Kitchen + Bar, 4996 W. Point Loma Blvd., 619 224 2884

3. Kono’s Cafe, 704 Garnet Ave., 858 483 1669

8. Phil’s B.B.Q, 3750 Sports Arena Blvd., 619 226 6333

4. Basic, 410 10th Ave., 619 531 8869

9. Trellises Garden Grille, Town and Country Resort Hotel, 500 Hotel Circle
North, 619 291 7131

5. Caffe Bella Italia, 1525 Garnet Ave., 858 273 1224

10. Ranchos Cocina, 1830 Sunset Cliffs Blvd., 619 226 7619

ROMANCE
“Island Prime place was incredible. We had
a table right by the window, overlooking
the bay. It was beautiful and romantic.
This is a must if you want to take that
special someone to a very nice dinner.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego

“The setting at Café Luna is quaint and very
romantic—the chef even came to our table.
It’s one of those places.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Phoenix, Ariz.
Café Luna, 11040 Rancho Carmel Dr.,
858 673 0077

Island Prime Restaurant, 880 Harbor Island
Dr., 619 298 6802

“Bertrand at Mister A’s is the perfect
romantic restaurant in the city. The food
is exquisite, and service is top-notch. The
best view of the city from every table.”—
TripAdvisor Member
Bertrand at Mister A’s, 2550 5th Ave.,
619 239 1377

“The best view of the city
from every table.”

BUDGET
“For a great San Diego tradition,” try The
Chicken Pie Shop where “for five bucks
you get one heck of a lunch.”—TripAdvisor
Member, San Diego, Calif.

Try breakfast at Kono’s Cafe. “Eat on the
pier. Good food, low prices, and oceanfront
dining.”—TripAdvisor Member, San Diego,
Calif.

The Chicken Pie Shop, 2633 El Cajon Blvd.,
619 295 0156

Kono’s Cafe, 704 Garnet Ave., 858 483 1669

“Wow is all I can say” about the Dumpling
Inn. “They have the BEST potstickers you’ll
ever have in your life and the most amazing
homemade noodles. Truly something you
will crave. And so cheap!”—TripAdvisor
Member, Nipomo, Calif.
Dumpling Inn, 4619 Convoy St., 858 268 9638

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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HEALTH-CONSCIOUS
“Sipz is a great vegetarian café. You can
choose from spicy or non-spicy dishes, and
every main course comes with white or
brown rice. Dishes such as sweet and sour
chicken or teriyaki chicken are all made
from soy meat. Every dish is prepared
fresh, and the servers are very friendly.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego

“The food, service, and setting at Muzita
created a memorable dining experience.
Everything was very flavorful and they
accommodated a vegan requirement
and a garlic allergy without difficulty.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Laguna Beach, Calif.
Muzita Abyssinian Bistro, 4651 Park Blvd.,
619 546 7900

Sipz Fusion Café, 5501 Clairemont Mesa
Blvd., 858 279 3747

Jyoti Bihanga has “great vegetarian food
and a peaceful vibe. I love the veggie turkey
avocado wrap, the neatloaf and the Buddha
burger. I always go when i visit San Diego.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Asheville, N.C.
Jyoti Bihanga, 3351 Adams Ave.,
619 282 4116

“A memorable dining
experience”

HIDDEN GEMS
If you want an authentic taqueria, “my
absolute favorite place is Las Cuatro
Milpas, but it can be hard to find for
someone not familiar with San Diego.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego, Calif.

For “A bit of Ireland in Southern California,
The Field has it all; great food, drinks and
atmosphere – it feels very authentic.”—
TripAdvisor Member, La Jolla, Calif.
The Field, 544 5th Ave., 619 232 9840

Las Cuatro Milpas, 1857 Logan Ave.,
619 234 4460

Lamont Street Grill is “a really romantic
spot. Hidden on Lamont Street behind a
bunch of ivy,” it has “simple, unpretentious,
good food.”—TripAdvisor Member, San
Diego, Calif.
Lamont Street Grill, 4445 Lamont St.,
858 270 3060

SPECIAL EVENTS
Take the kids to the zoo for free! Children 11 years old and under
enjoy free admission to the San Diego Zoo and the Wild Animal
Park for the entire month of October. (October 1 – 31)
San Diego Zoo, 2920 Zoo Dr., 619 234 3153, http://www.sandiegozoo.org

Get your costume together and try for the $3,000 costume prize at the
Monster Bash, San Diego’s biggest Halloween party. Join the ghastly gogo girls and dance the night away to the music of devilish DJs. (October 29)
Dos Equis XX Monster Bash, 7th Avenue between Market and J
Street, 619 233 5008, http://www.sandiegomonsterbash.com

Turn back the clock for hours of fun for the entire family at the
Fallback Festival in the Gaslamp Quarter, where the young and the
young at heart can enjoy a host of wacky activities, from face painting,
a Wild West show and free concerts to pie eating and watermelon
seed spitting contests. (November 6)
Fallback Festival, Gaslamp Quarter, 619 233 5008

Get a little exercise before your Thanksgiving feast and help share
that feast with the hungry at the annual Thanksgiving Morning Run
for the Hungry, the proceeds of which are donated to the homeless.
(November 24)

Ring in the holiday season with Shamu during SeaWorld’s Holiday
Celebration, featuring live reindeer, strolling musicians, day and night
shows and light displays. (Various dates throughout November and
December)
SeaWorld’s Holiday Celebration, SeaWorld San Diego, 500 SeaWorld
Dr., 800 25 SHAMU, http://www.SeaWorldSanDiego.com

Head down to Qualcomm Stadium for an action-packed evening
of college football, fireworks and fun at the Poinsettia Bowl.
(December 21)
Poinsettia Bowl, Qualcomm Stadium, 9449 Friars Rd., 619 285 5061,
http://poinsettiabowl.net

The organizers’ brag that ShamRock is the “greenest party this side
of Dublin,” as 60,000 square feet of bright green Astroturf is topped
with revelers enjoying the DJs, go-go dancers, and pints of green beer.
(March 17)
ShamRock, Gaslamp Quarter, 619 233 5008,
http://www.sandiegoshamrock.com

Thanksgiving Morning Run for the Hungry, Begins at Petco Park East,
619 298 7400, http://www.unitedrunforthehungry.org

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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FAMILIES
Homewood Suites is “THE place for
families. This is the kind of place where
you’d still be happy after a month of staying
there!”—TripAdvisor Member, Oklahoma
Homewood Suites San Diego – Del Mar,
11025 Vista Sorrento Pkwy., 858 523 0500

With “excellent access for trips into
downtown San Diego,” the Best Western
Lamplighter Inn has “one of the best
continental breakfasts in California. The
kids are now converted to waffles in the
morning.”—TripAdvisor Member, Stocktonon-Tees, U.K.
Best Western Lamplighter Inn and Suites,
6474 El Cajon Blvd., 619 582 3088

“...absolutely yummy.”

ROMANCE
“I was in heaven at Solamar. The corner
king suite was beautiful. Dinner at Jsix was
absolutely yummy. We got special service
because it was our anniversary! The chef
sent us one of his creations” on the house.—
TripAdvisor Member, Simi Valley, Calif.
Hotel Solamar, 435 6th Ave., 619 819 9500

“We spent the first nights of our honeymoon
at the Omni San Diego and could not
have made a better choice. We were
exceptionally impressed with the staff,
who treated us like royalty from the
moment we arrived. A perfect start to
our honeymoon.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Edinburgh, Scotland
Omni San Diego Hotel, 675 L St.,
619 231 6664

Winner of the 2010 Travelers’ Choice
Award for family hotels, the Homewood
helps out busy families with “breakfast
everyday and dinner on weekdays.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Singapore
Homewood Suites San Diego Airport –
Liberty Station, 2576 Laning Road,
619 222 0500

Have questions about San Diego? Get
insider advice from local experts in our
forums. The majority of questions are
answered within 24 hours.
Enjoy a secluded retreat at The Lodge
at Torrey Pines, where “rooms are huge,
impeccably decorated with the highest
quality furnishings and with free access to
the spa. The location is otherworldly and the
resort is designed to take full advantage of
it.”—TripAdvisor Member, Los Angeles, Calif.
The Lodge at Torrey Pines, 11480 North
Torrey Pines Rd., La Jolla, 858 453 4420

BUDGET
At the Old Town Inn, “the room was very
clean and spacious. The pillow-top bed
was the best I have ever had in a motel!”—
TripAdvisor Member, Melbourne, Australia
Old Town Inn, 4444 Pacific Highway,
619 260 8024

LUXURY

“The Sunburst Court might possibly be the
best deal in Hillcrest. The rooms are actually
one bedroom apartments. Living room, dining
room, kitchen and bedroom. WOW!”—
TripAdvisor Member, Phoenix, Ariz.
Sunburst Court, 4086 Alabama St.,
619 294 9665

“Beautiful, elegant, serene,
magical.”

“I can’t say enough about the Rancho
Bernardo Inn—beautiful, elegant, serene,
magical. Lovely decor and interior design
and truly exceptional service. I was very
impressed by how well the staff were
trained – every single staff member went
out of their way to assist us.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Columbus, Ohio
Rancho Bernardo Inn, 17550 Bernardo Oaks
Drive, 858 675 8500

The Grand Del Mar is “way up there in
luxury and service—very opulent. The
room was very luxurious—all the amenities
you could possibly want and more. Simply
put, you walk in and say ‘Wow!’—several
times.”—TripAdvisor Member, Herndon,
Virginia

Located in cozy Point Loma, the Dolphin
Motel is family owned and operated. “The
Dolphin Motel is the cleanest, safest, most
economical motel in San Diego. Holly,
the owner/manager and his staff are very
attentive to the guests and will work hard to
make your stay comfortable.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Palm Springs
Dolphin Motel, 2912 Garrison St.,
619 758 1404

“We arrived at the US Grant Hotel
to find a gorgeous deluxe room. Very
well-appointed. Ulysses S. Grant would
have loved this place, too!”—TripAdvisor
Member, Scarsdale, N.Y.
US Grant Hotel, 326 Broadway, 619 232 3121

The Grand Del Mar, 5300 Grand Del Mar
Court, 858 314 2000

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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HIDDEN GEMS
Down on the beach, the Pacific Terrace is
“wonderful. We had teenagers and seniors
in our group; all were thrilled with this place.
The furniture and decor are beautiful—a
class act in a great location.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Mason City, Iowa
Pacific Terrace Hotel, 610 Diamond St.,
858 581 3500

“We struck it rich with the Balboa Park
Inn. It is a quaint bed and breakfast. The
decor was very tasteful. It reminded me
of my grandmother’s home, very 1940s
style and it had a very large tub that I could
sit in and get a good soak.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Goleta, Calif.
Balboa Park Inn, 3402 Park Blvd.,
619 298 0823

“For those who are not cookie-cutter
types, who want romance and ambiance, I
certainly recommend the Britt Scripps Inn.
Our room had a lovely balcony overlooking
the garden, where late at night we could
sip champagne in comfort and privacy.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Diego
Britt Scripps Inn, 406 Maple St.,
619 2301991

“...we could sip champagne in
comfort and privacy.”
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